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THE HELLENIC PRESERVATION SOCIETY of Northeastern Ohio 

HPS Ball Rates As Memorable Event 
Laughter and applause filled the Crawford 
Auto-AviationMuseumattheHellenicPres­
ervation Society's Heritage Fundraiser Ball. 

The sold-out event 
raised $13,086 and left 
300 members and 
friends of HPS with 
pleasant memories of 
Hope Mihalap' s whole­
some wit that covered 
humorous subjects and 
experiences, of an un­
forgettable, sumptuous 
dinner, and of wonder- . 
fulGreekmusic. Asevi- · 
denced on page 3, all 
ages celebrated HPS's 
festive event. 

HPS Ball Committee would like to acknowl­
edge and thank Mr. & Mrs. Andy Kartoles, 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Kappos, and Mr. & Mrs. 

The Hellenic Preserva­
tion Society greatly ap­
preciates the support of 
the attendees and the Terry Katzan of the Ball Committee with Hope Mihalap 

generous contributions 
of the community. Proceeds will be used for 
programs, workshops and projects to per­
petuate the Greek experience. 

A big thank you also to the Ball Committee 
which included: Cleo Anton, Christ and 
Photia Boukis, Helen Collis, Sofia Economo, 
Rita Fourmas, Annoula Heffern, Terry 
Katzan, Charlotte La Joe, Maro Mavrakis, Bea 
Meros, Ann Moore, Grace Pasiadis, Chris­
tine Rackas, Rose Rodis, Elaine Spooner and 
Chairperson Pauline Latkovic. 

William Pappas of Pappas Insurance who 
made donations after the printing of the 
program's contri~utors list. 

Contact Pan Theophylactos if you would 
like to have a video tape to recall the great 
time that was had by all. Portions of Hope 
Mihalap's presentation are included. You 
can purchase the tape for $25.00; this in­
cludes mailing. Send your check to: Pan 
Theophylactos, 5965 Halle Farm Drive 
Willoughby, Ohio 44094-3000. hps 

-Pauline C. Latkovic 

Board's Fact~Finding Mission to Chicago 

On September 22,1993, HPS' Board of trust­
ees paid its own way to Chicago, via the God­
Send air fares of Southwest Airlines, for a 
full day of fact-finding and fun. Its mission: 
to learn as much as possible about building 
and running HPS' future museum and cul­
tural center from two .established centers; 
The Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center 
at 400 North Franklin Street in the heart of 
Chlcago' s gallery section and the Swedish 
American Museum Center. 

The main event of the day's agenda was a 
well-planned meeting between the Board 
and representatives of the Hellenic Museum, 
which included Executive Director Elaine 
Kollintzas, Managing Director Themi Vasils, 
and Secretary James M. Mezilson. The meet~ 
.ing centered on a list of 30 pertinent ques­
tions devised by the HPS Board and sent to 
the directors of the museum in advance of 

' the meeting. The list of questions referred to 
their Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation, 
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Welcome 
New Members 

James & Angela Alex 
Steve & Maria Alex 
Dr. Michael & Hope Barkoukis 
George & Kathie Catavalos 
George Costakis 
Nick Costakis 
William & Mary Costakis 
Penelope Demopoulos 
John & Karen Dopoulos 
Michael & Fouly Frangos 
Blasios & Ethel Hronis 
Josephine Kacloudis 
Terry Kavourias 
Tom & Joann Klonaris 
Dr. Spiros & Elly Kyrkos 
Arthur & Effie Natsis 

·Dr.Eleni Peleccanos 
Dean Salivaras 
Donna & Scott Thomas 
Steve & Linda Tsengas 
Philip Vasilakis 
Angeline Vianos 
Dorothy Ann Vianos 
Irene Vianos 
Xenephone & Lula Zapis 

CONGRATULATIONS to William & 
Mary Costakis for enrolling their 
younger children George.& Nick as stu­
dent members. Their daughter Anna 
Marie has been a student member. 

Total number of members to date is 418. 

For membership information contact: 
Charlotte LaJoe at 235-1610. 

the structure of their annual budget, the 
agreements signed by donors of artifacts 
and archival material, their procedure for 
handling accepted artifacts and archival 
material, their means of insuring the items, 
and the physical aspects of the museum it­
self such as special atmospheric conditions, 
storage space, and plans for a library, even a 
lending library. The director graciously an­
sw.ered the question during a two-hour meet­
ing, interspersing it with humorous anec­
dotes and spicing it up with the occasional 
Greek tum of phrase that everyone under­
stood and enjoyed. 

Before the meeting, the directors guided the 
board through a tour of their present exhibi­
tion, "Macedonia: 4,000 Years of Greek His­
tory and Culture," and their permanent 

continued on page 4 



TA AEME LTA EAAHNIKA 
Aymtll'tOt cruµnmptCO'tec; 

07troc; eixa unocrxeeet cr'to nepacrµevo 
'teuxoc;, \j/ape\j/a AE1t'tOµepeiec; yta 'tO 
Hvroµrovo EAAllVO-AµeptKaVtKo 
KOV"{KpEO'O'O Kat crac; nc; 1tapoumasro ... 
eoro Kat 'tropa. AOt7tOV 'tO ypa<pEtO eoro 
avot~e O"'tOuc; 130 Spoµouc; 'tllc; 8unK11c; 
1tAEupac; O''tO 1tpoacrno 'tllc; Ilapµac;. Eav 
Kaµµta <1>opa ~ptO'KEO''tat O''tO EAAllVtKO 
EO''tta'tOptO rKpllO'taY rKapV'tEVc; 
(EAAllVtKot K111tot) nepacr'te va Kave'te 
E7ttO'KE'lf11. Etvat µovo 1tev'te AE1t'ta 
µaKpta. 

LlOUAEUEt ano nc; 1tpro'tec; Iouvwu Kat 
µEXpt.'tropa EXEt aV'tt1tprocrro1tEUO'Et 'tOV 
EAAllVtO"µo 'tOU KAll~EAaV't Kat 'tllV . 
opyavroO'll O"'tllV revtKll LuveAEUO'll 'trov 
XtaKrov Lroµa'tetrov Kat cr'to eva'tO 
Luve8pt0 EAAllVtlCllc; Kat AµeptKaVtlCllc; 
H)'Emac; O"'tllV Ouamv"{K'trov. MaAtcr'ta 
cr'to 8eU'tepo o cruµ~ouAoc; 'tOU ypa<pEtou 
Koc; reropytoc; Tmµ1tA1lc; Kato 
ypaµµmeac; 'tOU opyavtcrµou (nou ewat 
1tapa 1t0Au KotvrovtKoc; wnoc;) µtAoucrav 
apKE'tll ropa µe 'tOV EAAllVO-AµeptKavo 
')'EpoumaO''tll IlaUAO Lapµ1tav11 Kat "CO 
1tat8t-eauµa 'tOU EAAllVtcrµou rtropyo 
L'tE<paY07tOUAO. 

Mou <patve'tat on o ')'Epoumacr'tllc; ea 
E7ttO'KE<peet 'tllV 7t0All µac; 1tptv nc; 
ytOp'tec; 'tO)V XptO''tOU')'EVVO)V. 

Ano on KmaAa~atvro 'tO ypa<peto 'tllc; 
1tOA1lc; µac; etvat crav ... 1tet.paµa nou eav 
ent wxet ea Srocret 'tllV euKatpta va 
avotX'tOUV Kat aAAa cre Sta<popec; 1tOAEtc; 
'tllc; xropac;. LK01toc; 'tllc; opyavroO'llc; etvat 
va emp11acret 'tllV AµeptKavtKll 
lCU~EPVllO'll U1tep EAAllVtKroV Kat 
Ku1tptaKrov eeµmrov KAI NA ENQLEI 
Tml OMOrENEIA rIA KOINOYL 
LKOilOTI ~011erov'tac; oxt µovo w 
't01ttKa crroµmeta Kaee nept<pepetac;, 
aAAa oAouc; 'tOuc; EU11vec; 'tOU 
E~CO'tEptKOU. 

O'tav Aa~e'te au'to 'to 'teuxoc; ot yop'tec; 
ea exouv 1tepacret. Av Kat 
Kaeucr'tep11µeva, crac; euxoµat 11 Ayta 
reVVllO'll 'tOU XptO''tOU Va crac; xaptset 
1taV'tO'tE ITEIA, XAPA KAI Ar AilH Kat 
o KAINOYPrIOL XPONOL NA <I>EPEI 
OMONOIA KAI EIPHNH LTON KOLMO. 

KaAll Xpovta 
MapKoc; 

hps 

Vryonis Center Shows Hellenic Past with 
Academic/Cultural Outreach Program 
Outside of Greece, academic institutions 
devoted to the study of Hellenism are rare. 
In 1985, Dr. Speros Vryonis Jr., a leading 
scholar in Hellenic studies established in 
California The Speros Basil Vryonis Center 
for the Study of Hellenism in Los Angeles, 
California. 

The center, named after his late son, is a 
research facility that provides materials for 
the s.tudy of areas such as: Ancient Greece, 
the Byzantine Era, modern Greece, and cul­
tures that have Hellenic influences. Besides 
being an institution for scholars, the Vryonis 
Center participates actively in educating the 
California. Greek community. It does this 
through academic and cultural outi-each pro­
grams. These programs include lectures and 
cultural exh1bits highlighting the abundance 
of Hellenic history. The goal of emphasizing 
the history of Greek American immigration 
is also of great importance to the center. 

Since its establishment the center has had a 
few changes. In 1989, the Vryonis Center 
was moved to Sacramento where Dr. Christos 
P. Ioannides; a noted scholar in Middle East-

em and Greek studies, became its director. 
Future plans for the center are to see the 
construction of a facility that will provide a 
library and museum. This goal is expected to 
materialize with the help of Angelo 
Tskopoulos who established a generous en­
dowment for the Vryonis Center. 

The Vryonis Center is an example of the bold 
steps being taken by proud Hellenic vision­
aries like Dr. V ryonis. His recognition for the 
need of a Hellenic academic research institu­
tion in the United States is essential for the 
progression and credibility of Hellenic his­
torical studies. hps 

-Tom Fourmas 

A REMINDER to keep March 24, 1994 
open on your calendars. That is when 
Dr. Vryonis will speak at a HPS spon­
sored luncheon at St. Paul Church in 
North Royalton, Ohio. The topic he 
will discuss is "The Greeks and the 
Sea. II Thf luncheon is open to everyone. 

Children's Program with.Demetra Mihevic 
It was a warm October afternoon and even 
though the weather reminded everyone of 
long-gone summer Sundays, Clevelanders 
were glued to their television sets for the 
football game of the season. All except a 
small group which was listening to Demetra 
Mihevic telling some kids at the Fellowship 
Hall of Sts. Constantine & Helen her life 
story through the eyes of a young girl named 
Maria. 

You see, Mihevic was presenting a program 
based on her book Where a White Dog Smiles 

that was sponsored by the Hellenic Preser­
vation Society of Northeast Ohio. By relat­
ing her experiences as a young girl in the 
United States, after her mother gave her for 
adoption, she told a tale of war, 
disappoinment, pain and love. 

In the book, Maria has to leave her mother 
behind in a small village in Greece and go 
live in the United States with an aunt and an 
uncle. The guerrillas had killed her father 

continued on page 5 



Hellenes of All Ages Celebrate Heritage! 
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Past Greek Athletes 
To Be Recognized 
Our ancestors, the ancient Greeks valued 
human competition and recognized and glo­
rified athletes. It was common for wars be­
tween city-states to come to a temporary halt 
when it came time to hold the ancient Olym­
pic Games. The champions of the Olympic 
Games were honored by their various city­
states as heroes, and received special status 
for their athletic accomplishments. Art and 
literature also speak highly of the special 
place that was reserved for athletic competi­
tion in the Greek culture. 

It is hoped that HPS can begin, in a much 
smaller way, to recognize men and women 
who have experienced the challenge of com­
petition and have gained recognition and 
fame. There have been many outstanding 
athletes, coaches and athletic administrators 
in the Greater Cleveland Greek Commu­
nity, and the time has come to recognize 
them now in print. 

It is the expressed hope of this column that 
the readers of the HPS Newsletter will pro­
vide the much needed information to start 
compiling a list of those who have gained 
athletic recognition and fame. There are no 
limitations to developing such a list, and 
recognition could come from the amateur, 
high school, college, or professional levels. 

Of course, a great deal of research is in­
volved in compiling such information. Year­
books, school periodicals, newspaper clip­
pings, athletic department records and per­
sonal remembrances and memorabilia are 
excellent sources of information. We hope 
this undertaking will spark a great amount 
of interest and involvement. 

If you have the information we are seeking 
or wish to get involved, please fax to or call 
Mike Papouras at 486-1018 or mail to 25150 
Chatworth Drive, Euclid, OH 44117. Your 
response will be featured in the next column 
of the HPS Newsletter. hps 

-Mike Papouras 

HPS' Most Wanted List 
Members who have received our renewal 
letter and have not yet responded are re­
ceiving this newsletter under a grace pe­
riod. If you want to continue being on our 
mailing list, please renew. We value your 
membership and are waiting to hear from 
you. Remember how good it feels to be 
needed. hps 

-Charlotte Lafoe 

Chicago - continued 
rooms reflecting the Greek-American Im­
migrant Experience. The Macedonian exhi­
bition included lithographs and photo­
graphs depicting scenes of Greece's north­
ern region; costumes worn by soldiers dur­
ing the struggle at the begin­
ning of this century to liber­
ate Macedonia from Ottoman 
rule; books and audio visual 
materials, some of which 
were on loan from the 
Macedonian Society of Chi­
cago and 12 of which the so­
ciety donated to the museum 
for its permanent library col­
lection. 

tasty mid-day break followed by a leisurely 
Greek-style "volta," or walk, down the main 
strip, stopping occasionally to window shop 
or buy some pastries. All in all, it was a good 
reminder of the vibrant culture HPS is trying 

The permanent rooms in­
clude a chapel displaying a 
bridal gown made by hand 
from silk, a brass baptism 
font, icons, and clerical robes; 
a replica of a Greek immi­
grant home is filled with 
well-preserved furniture and 
decorative pieces of embroi­
dery or woven items made 
by Greek women as part of 
their dowries and brought 
toAmerica;anda 1920'scon­
fectionery including beauti­
fully detailed cafe tables and 
chairs, matchbox dispenser, 

A replica of a Greek immigrant home 

candy boxes, scales, and a real showpiece 
cash register. 

The visit also included some time in the 
museum's bookstore and gift shop where 
most of the Board found several things of 
interest. Lunch at the new Pegasus Restau­
rant in Chicago's Greek-town served as a 

to preserve- especially the flaming saganaki! 

In the afternoon the Board toured the Swed­
ish Museum, a former hardware store build­
ing of four levels, purchased in 1986 for 
$250,000 and then renovated for an equal 

continued on page 6 

Chapel displaying bridal gown, clergy robes and icons. 
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Children - continued 

during the Civil War of Greece. This is the 
beginning of a learning adventure for young 
Maria who for the first time will experience 
a snowfall, see an African-American person 
and discover these sweet circles with funny 
raisins in them. Later she will learn that 
those are cookies (or as she will call them 
KOOOOKIES) and the funny raisins are 
chocolate chips. 

Mihevic's experiences came to life with the 
help of a slide presentation about Ellinohori, 
the village she left behind in Corinth, Greece. 
She also used many props ( like a hand­
made "doll") to illustrate to the children the 
difference between Greek and American 
toys. By asking questions and being asked 
questions herself, she made this a "hands­
on" presentation. 

Personally, I was taken back by the stories to 
a place where everything was new to me­
the people spoke a funny language and life 
would never be the same for a 12 year-old 
boy who just came to America. For two 
hours, I felt like I did when we first came 
here to live, scared and excited at the same 
time. 

Afterwards, when I asked Mihevie if she 
remembers anything from her childhood in 
Greece, I was glad to see she hadn't forgot 
her roots. She mentioned that different 
smells, like those of carnations and vasiliko 
(basil plant) always bring her back to the 
village she left at a young age. "Everything 
Ihavewritten,has to do with my homeland," 
she said and added that she is trying to 
'relearn spoken Greek from Athena 
Kalouminos, a Greek school teacher at St. 
Paul's. She finds that learning the language 
as an adult is much harder, but "my enthusi-

asm is so much more that I learn, I think, 
better than some of the youngsters," she was 
quick to say with a smile. 

Does she consider herself a traditional Greek 
woman? You bet. "I love to feed people," she 

said. "Everyone who comes to my house 
will not leave without a kerasma, or some 
kind of a treat." In addition to cooking, she 
always liked to write. The whole idea for her 
book started at home. She wrote a story for 
her son about their dog, Petey. When she 
took some graduate courses at the Childrens' 
Institute for Literature in Connecticut, she 
had to finish a book as an assignment. She 
introduced the fictional charactor of Maria 
(based on her own experiences in the U.S.) 
and the rest is history. 

The HPS connection was made 
by the Hellenic Hour, the ra­
dio show hosted by Pete 
Catavolos. Catavolos was talk­
ing about the book when An­
drew Chakalis heard about it 
and contacted Helen Collis, 
who at the time was thinking 
about possible programs for 
children that HPS could spon­
sor. "I was extremely im­
pressed with her presentation" 
said Collis who now serves as 
the chairperson for the Educa­
tion Subcommittee on 
Childrens' Programming. In 
the future, she sees develop­
ing Mihevic's talents further 
with a possible workshop on 
creative writing based on 
Mihevic's second book, pres-

• 

ently under review by her publisher. 

At print time, a meeting was being sched­
uled for the subcommittee. Its objectives 
will be to develop childrens' programs. Any­
one who is interested in serving on the sub-

committee, helping with the programs, or 
attending future meetings, is asked to con­
tact Helen Collis at 247-5057. hps 

-Mark Fikaris 
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. Cameos7 The Protoporoi- George Janas (Tzanavaras) 1898-1993 
Who pays tribute to the poet when the post 
has been laid to rest? In the case of George 
Janas, it is his loving son. 

JohnJanas, D.D.S.,didnotwaituntil the end 
to eulogize his father. He paid tribute to him 
much earlier, in 1979, when he published a 
collection of his father's poems. In the dedi­
cation passage, Dr. Janas wrote: 

11 A gentle giant of a man-a tower of strength. 

"He was always there for me, and to this 
day, my heart throbs with a deep sense of 
prideand loye/' Dr. Janas also wrote a bio­
graphical· sketch of his father, upon which 
this article is based. 

Most· Greek families in Asia Minor were 
forced to assume Turkish names. The family 
of George Janas, originally Paraskakis, had 
already been changed to Tzanavaras (The 
Wild One), by the time George was born in 
Vatziki, Asia Minor, By 1907, George's 
mother had passed sway and his father had 
re-married, With only afourth-grade educa­
tion, obtained in Kato Panagia, George was 
sent to work in Smyrna at the age of 12. By 
the time he was old enough to be conscripted 
into the Turkish army, his father had taken 
him to Xania, Crete, where father and son 
worked in a munitions factory until the end 
of World War I. 

George Janas worked briefly in Piraeus be­
fore joining the Greek Army to fight in the 
waragainsttheTurks, 1921-22,duringwhich 
his father perished and his stepmother was 
expelled to Heraklion, Crete. 

George immigrated to the United States in 
1923 and headed for Cleveland, where he 
found work as a stock boy for The White 
Motor Co. Six years later, he returned to 

Greece, where through an arranged mar­
riage, he married Katina Klidas on the Island 
of Chios. The infamous II diogmo" took place 
after this. 

Upon his return.to Cleveland with his bride, 
George found employment with the Quality 
Pie Co., owned by the Psaltakis brothers. 
Following the failure of that business during 
The Great Depression, George went to work 
at a restaurant owned by Nick Apotsos. 
During 1939, in partnership with George 
"Kapetanios" Harouvis, he opened the 
Champion Cafe on East 9th St. and St. Clair. 
Ave. Other restaurant enterprises in George 
Janas' career included the London Grill, Sa­
voy, Mac & Jerry's, and the K.B. Cafe. Part­
ners in those ventures included Steve 
Mekedis, Michael Hoty, Gust Karidis, John 
Pastis, and George Sarris. 

His years as a restaurat~µr.ended in 1960 
when he retired and devoted his energies to 

Chicago - continued 
amount. The Swedish Museum has four 
permanent rooms, as well as movable walls 
that can be taken away for lectures and 
special events. It has a membership of 1,200 
and a $175,00 annual budget. Membership 
dues range from $15 to $1,000 and up and 
are creatively encouraged through a "mov­
able wall of donors": as contributors donate 
more money, their names are moved higher 
on a prominently displayed wall chart in 
the museum's street level lobby. They also 
have profit-generating exhibits including a 
much enjoyed hands-on Viking ship that 
children can "row" themselves. It attracts 
paying tours from local schools and 

a 

his real estate investments in Cleveland and 
Tempe, Arizona, as well as to a tireless dedi­
cation to his church, his poetry, and his fam­
ily. His donation of time and efforts on be­
half of the churches of Cleveland were leg­
endary-first at the Annunciation Church and, 
from 1961 until theageof92,and then simul­
taneously, to St. Demetrios, where he com­
manded the annual Bushel of Cheer raffle at 
the Festival. 

George Janas was also a member of Lake­
wood Chapter of Ahepa #389, the Chios 
Society, and the Hellenic Preservation Soci0 

ety. He was honored by Ahepa and the Chios 
Society many times. George Janas is sur­
vived by his wife Katina, and two children, 
John and Mary Saviolis of Tallmadge, Ohio. 
He had four grandchildren, George and 
Katina Janas, and John and Rene Saviolis. 

hps 
-Mike Vasilakis 

childreii's.programs:Just more good ideas 
for HPS' future museum and cultural center 
from a day packed with inspiring ideas. 
hps 

-Kathy Apotsos 

A confectionary shop in the 1920's 




